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California joins the movement to eliminate mercury
lamps

ledsmagazine.com/blogs/article/14285791/california-joins-the-movement-to-eliminate-mercury-lamps

Across the United States, fluorescent phaseouts are gaining momentum. In September 2022,

California’s Governor Gavin Newsom signed AB 2208 into law. Authored by Ash Kalra and

Senator Josh Becker, AB 2208 will prohibit sales of mercury-containing compact fluorescent

light bulbs in 2024 and prohibit linear fluorescent and pin-based compact fluorescent lamp

sales in 2025.

By banning the sale of fluorescent lamps, California extends existing legislation to protect

consumers from toxic mercury while at the same time accelerating its transition to LEDs.

California will reap significant financial benefits from this decision — because LEDs use half

as much electricity as fluorescents, retrofitting a small office would save $6,000 over a

typical LED lamp’s lifetime, while a school could save as much as $24,000. LEDs also reduce

replacement costs and waste because they last 2–3 times longer than fluorescents, and there

is no need to pay for costly hazardous waste disposal.

Furthermore, a recent market study found that by 2030, AB 2208 will have helped California

save more than $1 billion annually on electricity bills, achieve annual electricity savings of

about 5,600 GWh, and avoid the release of 950,000 metric tons of CO  per year. This move2
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will also benefit the local LED industry; the state imports 100% of its fluorescent light bulbs,

yet there are more than 50 LED lighting companies based in California, employing local

people to design and produce cleaner, more efficient lighting.

And since LEDs use half the power of fluorescent, the law’s passage will also free up

electricity on the grid, coming at a time when California is facing energy shortages and the

threat of rolling blackouts.

 

Moving forward to mitigate toxins

All fluorescent lamps contain mercury, a hazardous neurotoxin classified as one of the top

ten chemicals of public health concern by the World Health Organization. When a

fluorescent bulb breaks, it releases its mercury into the environment, creating an exposure

risk to anyone in the area, especially pregnant women, nursing mothers, and young children.

The amount of mercury per bulb may sound small — a single 4-ft fluorescent tube can

contain 10 mg of mercury — but that’s enough to contaminate 5,000 liters of water.

John Bouchard, Principal Officer of Teamsters Local 350, expressed the organization’s

support for AB 2208: “Our members manage waste and recycling materials every day,

potentially exposing them to numerous risks. Mercury exposure from broken fluorescent

lamps is an invisible and yet very dangerous risk to their health.”

Fluorescent light bulbs are classified as hazardous waste and it is illegal in California to

dispose of them in the trash. California has a Household Hazardous Waste collection

infrastructure, but lack of convenience and awareness results in most bulbs being improperly

thrown in the trash or recycling streams. Unfortunately, the fragile lamps easily break in the

process and contaminate municipal waste streams, polluting our soil and water. Chuck

Helget of Republic Services, a waste management firm, noted, “We support the removal of

mercury from our homes and waste streams. AB 2208 will protect Californians, including our

own employees that currently deal with these hazardous products on a daily basis.”

AB 2208 represents a triple win for California. It is highly cost-effective, reduces CO

emissions, and eliminates a key source of toxic mercury from the waste stream. Other states

can achieve the same benefits by adopting similar legislation to remove toxic fluorescent

lamps from their markets. By making AB 2208 law, California leads the nation in bidding

farewell to fluorescents. We invite other states to contact the National Stewardship Action

Council or Clean Lighting Coalition (CLiC) if they would like insights and assistance in

achieving the same results.

More on lamps regulation and policy
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Special interest groups call on State of Vermont to ban sales of mercury-containing

fluorescent lamps

COMMENTARY: Philips/Signify should support the African Lighting Amendment proposed

to the Minamata Convention on Mercury

Signify addresses Minamata Convention position on moving to mercury-free lighting

Revised EU regulations light the way to more stringent requirements for light sources
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